A NEW SPECIES OF LEUCOSPERMUM 
By H. B. RYCROFT 
(National Botamic Gardens of South Africa, Kirstenbosch) 
(With Plates XXIII and XXIV) 


Leucospermum arenarium Rycroft sp. nov. ($ Hypophylloidea); 
affinis L. hypophyllum R. Br. sed bracteae longo-acuminatae. 


Frutex 2 m. altus. Rami procumbente, tomentosi et villosi. Folia 
3—5 cm. longa, 3—7 mm. lata, lineari-oblanceolata, subdistincte venosa, 
tomentosa et deciduo-pilosa, apice obtusa, superne 1—3 calloso-dentata. 
Capitula terminalia solitaria vel 2—3, pedunculata, 2—5 cm. longa, 
pedunculo 1—3 cm. longo. Bracteae longo-acuminatae, apice subulato- 
acuminatae, dense tomentosae vel adpresso-pubescentae, ciliatae. T'ubus 
calycis 1 em. longus, glaber; lobi 5—7 mm. longi pubescentes vel tomentosi. 
Antherae 3 mm. longae, ovato-lanceolatae, sessiliae. Stylus curvatus, 
angularis, glaber; stigma 2 mm. longum. 


CAPE PROVINCE. PIKETBERG DIVISION: Between Redeling- 
huis and Aurora, Rycroft 2125 (type) and Thomas s.n. in Compton Her- 
barium, Kirstenbosch. Collected, August 1958. 


Small shrub up to 1 m. high with ends of branches trailing on the 
ground. 

Branches tomentose and pilose, terete. 

Leaves loosely scattered on erect branches and all turning skywards 
on procumbent branches, linear-oblanceolate, gradually attenuate 
towards the base, sessile, 3—5 cm. long, 3—7 mm. broad, widest above 
the middle, obscurely veined, tomentose with deciduous scattered pilose 
hairs; margin flat or slightly involute; apex obtuse with 1—3 callous 
teeth. 

Heads mostly solitary, terminal, or in terminal pairs, or with a ter- 
minal head and a second or third head borne laterally, peduncled, with 
an involucre of barren bracts, about 2-5 em. long excluding the styles; 
peduncles bent upwards, 1—3 cm. long, bearing bracts similar to the 
involucral bracts. 
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Receptacle conical 5—10 mm. long, 5—10 mm. broad. 

Involucral bracts. Outermost long-acuminate with a subulate- 
acuminate apex, broadest at the base and tapering evenly to the apex. 
tomentose on the back, margins ciliate; inner ovate with an abrupt 
long-acuminate apex, 1—1-5 em. long, densely tomentose or adpressed 
pubescent at the base becoming more or less glabrous towards the apex, 
margins ciliate. 

Floral bracts oblong-obovate with an abrupt acuminate apex, about 
1-5 cm. long, becoming smaller inwards. densely white adpressed hirsute 
towards the base, margins ciliate; smaller. barren bracts occur on the 
apex of the receptacle. 

Perianth 2 cm. long; perianth tube 1 em. long. cylindric, glabrous or 
with a few hairs at the apex; adaxial and lateral claws united into a 
sheath, coiled back at the apex, 5—7 mm. long. pubescent on the free 
margins of the lateral claws; abaxial claw pubescent on back and margins. 
coiled back at the apex; limbs oblong-lanceolate, boat-shaped, pubescent 
or tomentose on the back, up to 5 mm. long, coiled back on the sheath: 
anthers 3 mm. long, sessile, ovate-lanceolate. 

Pistil up to 3:5 em. long, S-shaped, glabrous, somewhat angular. 
gradually tapering from the base; stigma cylindric, 2 mm. long. thicker 
than the apex of the style. 


L. arenarium differs from other species of the section Hypophylloidea 
in having decidedly curved styles, long-acuminate apices to the involucral 
and floral bracts. a more lax inflorescence. a different habit. and in other 
minor characters. 


This new Leucospermum was brought to my notice by Mrs. M. L. 
Thomas, who discovered it in the northern part of the Piketberg Division 
of the Cape Province in 1958. Subsequent investigation has indicated 
that it occurs on either side of the road between Redelinghuis and 
Aurora, extending from about six to nine miles south of Redelinghuis. 


The main stem rises from the ground and produces branches which 
eventually trail, forming a bush about six feet in diameter. The heads 
which are yellow or orange, fade to a reddish tinge and are produced 
just above ground level at the ends of the branches round the perimeter 
of the shrub. 

The surrounding vegetation is typically of the "Cape Flora". and 
other members of the family Proteaceae growing in association with 
Leucospermum arenarium include L. candicans Loud, L. puberum R. Br., 
Serruria adscendens R. Br., S. fucifolia Knight, Protea laurifolia Thunb. 
(= P. marginata Thunb.) and Leucadendron pearsoni Phillips. 
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PLATE XXIII. Leucospermum arenarium Rycroft. 
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Throughout its distribution it grows in soil of a sandy nature, derived 
mainly from Table Mountain Sandstone. 

It appears that the species had not been collected previously because 
no specimens were to be found in the Compton and South African Museum 
Herbaria at Kirstenbosch. the Bolus Herbarium or the National Her- 
barium, Pretoria incorrectly placed in the section Hypophylloidea nor 
among the “species novae” or "incertae". 

Young seedlings transferred to Kirstenbosch from their natural 
habitat in 1958 are thriving and cuttings taken from branch-tips have 
been established successfully. Specimens of this new species can there- 
fore be expected to flower at the National Botanic Gardens of South 
Africa. Kirstenbosch, within the next two to three years 


